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REPORT FROM 
 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
  
 
Date: CAO File No. 0610-01876-0349 

Council File No.  
Council District: ALL 

To:  The Mayor 
 

From:  Richard H. Llewellyn, Jr., City Administrative Officer 
 
Reference: Report from the Board of Public Works dated November 10, 2020 

 
Subject: 10TH AMENDED JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT – SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

COASTAL WATER RESEARCH PROJECT 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Mayor and Council: 
 

1. Approve the proposed 10th Amended Joint Powers Agreement for the Southern California 
Coastal Water Research Project Authority for a term of five years, from July 1, 2021 through 
June 30, 2025, with a cost sharing obligation not to exceed $2,734,204, subject to review 
and approval by the City Attorney. 
 

2. Authorize the President or two members of the Board of Public Works and the Director of 
the Bureau of Sanitation to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City and return executed 
documents to the Bureau of Sanitation for further processing.  

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Board of Public Works, on behalf of the Bureau of Sanitation (Bureau), requests authority to 
execute a proposed 10th Amended Joint Powers Agreement (Agreement) for the Southern 
California Coastal Water Resources Project (SCCWRP). The Agreement provides for the creation 
of a public entity, the SCCWRP, whose purpose is to enhance the scientific foundation available 
for the management of Southern California’s coastal watersheds. The proposed Agreement term 
is five years, from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2026, with a cost sharing obligation of $2,734,204. 
 
The SCCWRP was originally established in 1969 and the four current signatory members are the 
Cities of Los Angeles and San Diego and the Sanitation Districts of the Counties of Los Angeles 
and Orange. The research provided by the SCCWRP allows for better understanding of the 
environmental impact of treated wastewater and storm water. The research also affects the 
development of policies, standards, and monitoring programs throughout Southern California. The 
SCCWRP is governed by a 14-member Commission which includes the Bureau. The Commission 
meets at least four times a year and is responsible for administering and executing the Agreement. 
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In addition, the Commission approves the Annual Research Plan and Budget which outlines the 
SCCWRP’s goals for the year.  
 
The proposed Agreement follows previous agreements in confirming the creation of the SCCWRP, 
extending the term, and increasing the City’s portion of cost sharing. Cost increases are the result 
of inflation. The four signatory members will all contribute a total of $2,734,204 each through the 
term of the Agreement as follows: 
 

Fiscal Year Amount 
2021-22 $515,000 
2022-23 $530,450 
2023-24 $546,363 
2024-25    $562,754 
2025-26     $579,637 

Total $2,734,204 
 
Four Associate Commission members (Los Angeles County Flood Control District, Ventura County 
Watershed Protection District, and the counties of Orange and San Diego) will annually contribute 
one-fourth of the signatory contribution amount. In addition to the government agency contributions, 
the SCCWRP also funds research through grants and contracts from other state and federal 
agencies. In 2019-20, the City benefited from a total of $9.3 million worth of research as member 
contributions were $1.9 million and $7.4 million was received from other revenue sources. 
 
Signatory agencies can withdraw from the Agreement for a given fiscal year with proper written 
notice to parties to the Agreement by February 1st of the preceding year. All provisions of the 
Agreement would be sustained for the remaining member agencies. Any changes to increase 
agency contributions would need to be agreed upon by the remaining signatories. The City Council 
approved the original Agreement to create the SCCWRP on October 20, 1969. As such, all 
subsequent amendments to the Agreement must be approved by the City Council. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
There is no General Fund impact. Funding in the amount of $2,734,204 will be provided from the 
Sewer Construction and Maintenance Fund. The Agreement contains a Financial Liability Clause 
which limits the City’s annual financial obligation to the amount approved in the City’s annual 
budget. 
 
FINANCIAL POLICIES STATEMENT 
 
The recommendation in this report complies with the City Financial Policies, to the extent that 
current year operations will be funded by current year revenues and special fund expenditures are 
limited to the mandates of the funding source. 
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